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Introduction 
The Cool Farm Biodiversity metric quantifies how well farm management supports biodiversity, at the 
farm scale. 

Why target biodiversity? 
Farmers support biodiversity on their farms in numerous ways but struggle to communicate to buyers the 
positive impact of these practices. Some farmers support biodiversity because it's the right thing to do, 
others to ensure the farm is a balanced, resilient part of the landscape, others to enhance subsidies, and 
some do it for all these reasons, and more. 

But how do farmers know if they are getting a return on the investment? How do they let customers, and 
the general public know how much good they actually do? 

The Cool Farm Tool helps demonstrate the good they are doing, through scoring practices that have 
scientific evidence of benefits. Once done, farmers can use these scores to communicate with customers.  

Completing a Cool Farm Tool Biodiversity metric is a quick, simple, and easy way to record on-farm 
practices, and see the score build up along the way, the more positive actions, the higher the score. It 
takes about half an hour, to answer the 42 questions using information already on hand. Data and results 
are confidential, but you might want to share them.  

Getting started 
Open your browser (Google Chrome, Firefox or ABC work best) to http://www.coolfarmtool.org. You 
can do this on any PC, MAC or smartphone. Click on any of the buttons 
to create an account. 

After creating your account, log in.  
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Tip: don’t worry about the “Group Code”, unless you have been asked to use the Cool Farm Tool 
by a customer and they have given you one – in which case enter it now.  

Then choose the “Biodiversity” option at the left hand side.	 

Naming 
Here you can create a new assessment. When you have done one, this is also where you can come back to 
review and modify it or create a new one. 

Give your assessment a meaningful name by overwriting the default 
assessment name. Your farm name or your name, with the date or year of the 
assessment, is a logical choice. 

Data Entry and Editing 
Now you are ready to begin. Just answer the questions in each of the 4 tabs. When you have finished one 
tab, click save and continue to the next tab.  

Advice: It’s best to answer the questions based on fact, from what you actually did, or your farm 
records. Otherwise choose the answer(s) most appropriate based on what you generally do. Try 
avoid thinking “it depends” or “sometimes I do A and sometimes B”. You can always go back 
and change answers. To go back, just click the tab and scroll down to the one question you left 
blank. But remember to go back to it or you will miss out on points!  

As you go through the questions you will see how they affect your scores on the “Live Results” panel to 
the right.  

Note that some questions can have multiple answers. Click all that all that apply. You may also notice that 
some questions get greyed out based on a previous answer. This enables you to focus just on those 
questions that pertain to you.  

Results 
When you get to the end, your last “Continue” on the “Large Habitats” tab will take you to the Results 
page. Here you can review your scores on each species group, each category and land use shares.  Well 
done! 

The scores are given as a percentage of the maximum possible score in each category. These are shown as 
a bar chart on the left for species groups, and as dials on the right for general biodiversity components. 
For different species groups, actual scores are also presented. In the example (below right), the score 6/22 
for ‘wetland or aquatic flora’ means there are 22 points available for this group, and your management 
practices achieved 6 of them (27%). 

The land use pie chart tells you how much of each broad habitat type you are providing on your farm, as a 
proportion of its total area. For example, ‘woody habitats’ includes all your hedgerows, trees and areas of 
woodland or forest. 
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Try not to judge your score good or bad, high or low. It 
is what it is based on the scientific evidence for the 
practices and habitats you have recorded.  

Your main achievement is that you have a science-based 
score, maybe for the first time! And that you can 
communicate this, knowing that it is robust and credible.  

At the bottom of the results page you can download a 
pdf. This can go on your notice board, you can show it or 
send to customers, but most of all, it is for you as a 
record of your achievement.  

What next? 
Based on these results, you may see some strengths from things you have done voluntarily, or for a 
certification scheme, or in partnership with an environmental organization. You may also see an area you 
want to improve. If so, you can go back to any one of the tabs, and change the answers you choose to see 
how to change your score. 

For example: you might wonder what would happen if you introduced / changed field margin 
management. What species would it encourage? Try this on tab two, and watch the results change! Or you 
might wonder how to improve the aquatic fauna score. Go back to the questions in section three about 
water/wetland habitat, and change the practices. Watch the results change again. 

You would want to consider best practices, feasibility, costs, and possibly consult an expert before 
changing things on the farm, but we hope you can see that the Cool Farm Tool both encourages and 
rewards the good work you have done so far, and will continue to do.       


